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March 21, 2013 

 

China Telecom Satellite to offer Thuraya mobile satellite 

products and services in partnership with CMSCG 
 

China Telecom Satellite’s “1349” local numbering for its mobile satellite 

service to be branded as “翼星通” and marketed nationwide to commercial 

and enterprise users in China 

 

 

Dubai, Hong Kong and Singapore, March 21, 2013 – China Mobile 

Satellite Communications Group Limited (“CMSCG”) and Thuraya 

Telecommunications Company (“Thuraya”), jointly announced 

today a partnership with China Telecom Satellite (“CTS”). From 

early April, the “1349” “翼星通” mobile satellite SIM Cards will be 

available for commercial use. CMSCG and CTS will also be 

distributing the Thuraya SatSleeve from the same date. 

          

    

             Above: Thuraya SatSleeve 

 

Thuraya, a global satellite communications operator, will 

provide its world-leading Thuraya XT handsets and mobile 

satellite communication services. The launch of CTS’ 

mobile satellite service is in line with the partnership 

agreement between CMSCG and Thuraya. Under the terms 

of the agreement, Thuraya will also provide 

comprehensive technical and marketing support to both 

CMSCG and CTS. 

 

 

 

Above: CTS’ 1349 SIM card 
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Mr Jimmy Zhang, Chief Executive Officer of CMSCG commented:  “CTS’ official launch of its 

mobile satellite service marks the transformation of our original ‘1349’ service into an official 

service by CTS to its customers. Based on initial market feedback, the response to CTS’ ‘翼星

通’ service have been very positive, attracting customers in sectors such as maritime, oil and 

gas and disaster relief. We are excited about the prospects in this fast-growing industry and 

we are looking to establish our position as a leading service provider of mobile satellite 

telecommunication services in China. We also look forward to selling the Thuraya Satsleeve, a 

module that transform an iPhone into a dual mode satellite phone. We have placed an initial 

order of 800 sets of Thuraya Satsleeve.” 

 

Mr. Xiao Jinghou, Director of the Enterprise Development Department of CTS highlighted: 

“Thuraya is well known for their mobile satellite communication network as well as their high 

quality handsets. The partnership with CMSCG to market Thuraya’s products will strengthen 

our product portfolio. We are delighted to offer them to our huge customer base of 

approximately 62 million mobile subscribers, a fair portion of which is considered as our 

target users of the1349 Thuraya mobile satellite communications service.”  

 

Bilal El Hamoui, Regional Director for Asia of Thuraya, highlighted on the company’s foray 

into the Chinese market: “We are excited to partner CMSCG and CTS to target the Chinese 

mobile satellite telecommunication market. Demand for satellite communication products 

and services in China are expected to grow exponentially due to the requirements of 

industries such as maritime, disaster recovery and civil defense. We believe that Thuraya and 

our partners will be able to meet the needs of Chinese users for mobile satellite 

communications via our secure, comprehensive and reliable network coverage and extensive 

portfolio.” 

- The End – 
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About China Mobile Satellite Communications Group Limited 
China Mobile Satellite Communications Group Limited (“CMSCG”) was formed in 2010. In the 
same year, it obtained consent from MIIT of China to sell and distribute satellite 
communication services and products of Thuraya in China using the “L-Band” frequency. This 
is the first time a satellite service provider is permitted to legally offer mobile satellite voice 
communication services in the PRC. CMSCG will distribute mobile satellite communication 
hardware and provide voice and data services to the nascent Chinese market.   
 
45% equity interests of China Satellite Mobile Communication Group Limited (“CSMCG”), the 
wholly owned parent company of CMSCG, has been acquired by Singapore-listed Armarda 
Group Limited (“Armarda”) on 21 March 2012.  Armarda has been listed in the Catalist board 
of Singapore since 2004.  
 
About China Telecom Satellite Communications Co. Ltd  
China Telecom Satellite Communications Co. Ltd, which is owned by China 
Telecommunications Corporation (China Telecom), was established in April 2009. Its major 
services include satellite mobile communications, VSAT communications, international 
private line and satellite broadband access (IPSTAR System). 
 
Dedicated to satellite communications services, CTS, is a wholly-owned subsidiary of China 
Telecom. CTS operate its parent corporation’s satellite communications and undertakes the 
task of guaranteeing emergency communications. It serves as the resource centre, product 
integration centre and professional support centre of China Telecom’s satellite 
communications business. 
 
About Thuraya Telecommunications Company 
Thuraya Telecommunications Company is an industry leading MSS operator and a global 
telecommunication provider offering innovative communications solutions to a variety of 
sectors including energy, broadcast media, maritime, military and humanitarian NGO. 
 

Thuraya’s superior network enables clear communications and uninterrupted coverage across 

two thirds of the globe by satellite and across the whole planet through its unique GSM 

roaming capabilities. The company’s diverse range of technologically superior and highly 

reliable mobile satellite handsets and broadband devices provide ease of use, value, quality 

and efficiency. Thuraya remains committed to serving humanity through delivering the 

essential tools for optimal connectivity, never leaving anyone out of reach. Visit 

www.thuraya.com 
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Follow Thuraya on:  
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